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LUIS ELLIS

Backwater Picador USA
Eine junge Frau aus der Karibik versucht
ihrem einengenden Elternhaus zu
entrinnen, in dem sie in New-York eine Au-
pair-Stelle annimmt.
Understanding Jamaica Kincaid Coffee
House Press
Shortlisted for the Saltire Society Literary
Awards Named One of the Best Books of
the Year by NPR An extraordinary debut
that explores legacies of abuse,
redemption, and the strength of the
human spirit--from the Boer Wars in South
Africa to brutal wilderness camps for
teenage boys. South Africa, 1901. It is the
height of the second Boer War. Sarah van
der Watt and her six-year-old son Fred are

forced from their home on Mulberry Farm.
As the polite invaders welcome them to
Bloemfontein Concentration Camp they
promise Sarah and Fred that they will be
safe there. 2014. Sixteen-year-old Willem
is an outsider. Hoping he will become the
man she wants him to be, his Ma and her
boyfriend force Willem to attend the New
Dawn Safari Training Camp where they are
proud to make men out of boys. They
promise that he will be safe there. You Will
Be Safe Here is a powerful and urgent
novel of two connected South African
stories. Inspired by real events, it uncovers
a hidden colonial history, reveals a dark
contemporary secret, and explores the
legacy of violence and our will to survive.
The Birds of Opulence Farrar, Straus
and Giroux
The coming-of-age story of one of Jamaica
Kincaid's most admired creations--newly

available in paperback Lucy, a teenage girl
from the West Indies, comes to North
America to work as an au pair for Lewis
and Mariah and their four children. Lewis
and Mariah are a thrice-blessed couple--
handsome, rich, and seemingly happy.
Yet, almost at once, Lucy begins to notice
cracks in their beautiful facade. With
mingled anger and compassion, Lucy
scrutinizes the assumptions and verities of
her employers' world and compares them
with the vivid realities of her native place.
Lucy has no illusions about her own past,
but neither is she prepared to be deceived
about where she presently is. At the same
time that Lucy is coming to terms with
Lewis's and Mariah's lives, she is also
unravelling the mysteries of her own
sexuality. Gradually a new person unfolds:
passionate, forthright, and disarmingly
honest. In Lucy, Jamaica Kincaid has
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created a startling new character
possessed with adamantine
clearsightedness and ferocious integrity--a
captivating heroine for our time.
The Unnamed Soho Press
Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the
subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 2,0, Humboldt-University of Berlin
(Amerikanistisches Institut), course: HS:
Postcolonial Theory, Literature and
Gender, language: English, abstract:
Introduction The autobiographical novel
Lucy was written by Jamaica Kincaid in
1990. The author, who was born in 1949
on the Caribbean island of Antigua, is one
of the representative figures of
postcolonial literature, which has been
gaining prominence since the 1970s. With
the apppearance of the work “The Empire
Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-
Colonial Literatures” written by Bill
Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin
in 1989 the popularity of the term
“Postcolonialism” grew even more. The
definition of the term is still widely
discussed but in general postcolonial
literature deals with the effects of
colonization on the colonized people and
society after the end of colonization. The
term “post” indicates that Postcolonialism
is relating to the time following the
establishment of independence in a
colony. That means, the time after the
colonial powers have left the country and
the time of colonization is over.
Nevertheless, the issues of Postcolonialism
are so many-sided that they often
transcend a strict definition of the term,
which is therefore used much more loosly
in practice. Postcolonial themes not only
discuss the period after the departure of
the imperial powers but also deal with the
time before independence. Major issues
are the oppression of the indigenous
people by the imperial powers, the gaining
of independence, the impact of
colonization on postcolonial history and
culture, the search for personal and
national identity but also the economic
dependency of the postcolony on its
former colonizers. Thus some critics even
question the term Postcolonialsm, since it
indicates that the period when the colony
was dependent on its colonizers is over.
They argue that most former colonies are
still or even again economically dependent
on the mother country that colonized
them. Those neocolonial forms of
oppression and exploitation are probably
caused by globalization, which means by
the increasing mobility of goods, services,
labour, technology and capital throughout
the world. [...]
Lucy Simon and Schuster
This breathtaking debut, winner of the

Costa First Novel Award, is a murder
mystery that travels across the Atlantic
and through the darkest channels of
history. A brilliant, searing depiction of
race, class, and oppression that
penetrates the skin and sears the soul, it
is the story of a woman of her own making
in a world that would see her unmade. All
of London is abuzz with the scandalous
case of Frannie Langton, accused of the
brutal double murder of her employers,
renowned scientist George Benham and
his eccentric French wife, Marguerite.
Crowds pack the courtroom, eagerly
following every twist, while the
newspapers print lurid theories about the
killings and the mysterious woman being
tried at the Old Bailey. The testimonies
against Frannie are damning. She is a
seductress, a witch, a master manipulator,
a whore. But Frannie claims she cannot
recall what happened that fateful evening,
even if remembering could save her life.
She doesn’t know how she came to be
covered in the victims’ blood. But she does
have a tale to tell: a story of her childhood
on a Jamaican plantation, her
apprenticeship under a debauched
scientist who stretched all bounds of
ethics, and the events that brought her
into the Benhams’ London home—and into
a passionate and forbidden relationship.
Though her testimony may seal her
conviction, the truth will unmask the
perpetrators of crimes far beyond murder
and indict the whole of English society
itself.
Sexuality and Language in Jamaica
Kincaid's Lucy and Annie John State
University of New York Press
Philosophical exploration of Jamaica
Kincaid’s entire literary oeuvre.
Lucy University Press of Kentucky
A brilliant look at colonialism and its
effects in Antigua--by the author of Annie
John "If you go to Antigua as a tourist, this
is what you will see. If you come by
aeroplane, you will land at the V. C. Bird
International Airport. Vere Cornwall (V. C.)
Bird is the Prime Minister of Antigua. You
may be the sort of tourist who would
wonder why a Prime Minister would want
an airport named after him--why not a
school, why not a hospital, why not some
great public monument. You are a tourist
and you have not yet seen . . ." So begins
Jamaica Kincaid's expansive essay, which
shows us what we have not yet seen of
the ten-by-twelve-mile island in the British
West Indies where she grew up. Lyrical,
sardonic, and forthright by turns, in a
Swiftian mode, A Small Place cannot help
but amplify our vision of one small place
and all that it signifies.
Talk Stories Catapult

Annie John grows from a precocious,
fearless, ten-year-old living in a Caribbean
paradise into a young woman who realizes
she must leave Antigua to escape her
mother's shadow.
See Now Then Farrar, Straus and Giroux
A lyrical exploration of love and loss, this
book centers on several generations of
women in a bucolic southern Black
township as they live with and sometimes
surrender to madness. The Goode-Brown
family, led by matriarch and pillar of the
community Minnie Mae, is plagued by old
secrets and embarrassment over mental
illness and illegitimacy. Meanwhile, single
mother Francine Clark is haunted by her
dead, lightning-struck husband and forced
to fight against both the moral judgment
of the community and her own rebellious
daughter, Mona. The residents of
Opulence struggle with vexing
relationships to the land, to one another,
and to their own sexuality. As the
members of the youngest generation
watch their mothers and grandmothers
pass away, they live with the fear of going
mad themselves and must fight to survive.
The author offers up Opulence and its
people in lush, poetic detail. It is a world of
magic, conjuring, signs, and spells, but
also of harsh realities that only love - and
love that's handed down - can conquer.
Caribbean Women Writers Chelsea House
In this delightful hybrid of a book—part
memoir and part travel journal—the
bestselling author takes us deep into the
mountains of Nepal with a trio of botanist
friends in search of native Himalayan
plants that will grow in her Vermont
garden. Alighting from a plane in the
dramatic Annapurna Valley, the ominous
signs of Nepal's Maoist guerrillas are all
around—an alarming presence that
accompanies the travelers throughout
their trek. Undaunted, the group sets off
into the mountains with Sherpas and
bearers, entering an exotic world of
spectacular landscapes, vertiginous
slopes, isolated villages, herds of yaks,
and giant rhododendron, thirty feet tall.
The landscape and flora and so much else
of what Kincaid finds in the
Himalaya—including fruit bats, colorful
Buddhist prayer flags, and the hated
leeches that plague much of the trip—are
new to her, and she approaches it all with
an acute sense of wonder and a deft eye
for detail. In beautiful, introspective prose,
Kincaid intertwines the harrowing Maoist
encounters with exciting botanical
discoveries, fascinating daily details, and
lyrical musings on gardens, nature, home,
and family. From the Trade Paperback
edition.
Jamaica Kincaid Farrar, Straus and Giroux
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Download the first chapter of a new novel
by Sally Rooney, the bestselling author of
Normal People and Conversations with
Friends. Alice, a novelist, meets Felix, who
works in a warehouse, and asks him if he’d
like to travel to Rome with her. In Dublin,
her best friend, Eileen, is getting over a
break-up, and slips back into flirting with
Simon, a man she has known since
childhood. Alice, Felix, Eileen, and Simon
are still young—but life is catching up with
them. They desire each other, they delude
each other, they get together, they break
apart. They have sex, they worry about
sex, they worry about their friendships and
the world they live in. Are they standing in
the last lighted room before the darkness,
bearing witness to something? Will they
find a way to believe in a beautiful world?
A Character in Transition: The Theme of
Reinventing One's Self in Jamaica Kincaid's
Work "Lucy" Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Lucy has left the West Indies for a job in
New York, but she discovers that her
employers' perfect lives are not what they
seem.
Brown Neon Bloomsbury Publishing USA
Changing her name early in her career
because her parents disapproved of her
writing, Jamaica Kincaid crossed audiences
to embrace feminist, American,
postcolonial and world literature. This book
offers an introduction and guided overview
of her characters, plots, humor, symbols,
and classic themes. Designed for students,
fans, librarians, and teachers, the 84 A-to-
Z entries combine commentary from
interviewers, feminist historians, and book
critics with numerous citations from
primary and secondary sources and
comparative literature. The companion
features a chronology of Kincaid's life,
West Indies heritage and works, and
includes a character name chart.
A Man's Place Univ of South Carolina Press
Laurence Gonzales’s electrifying
adventure opens in the jungles of the
Congo. Jenny Lowe, a primatologist
studying chimpanzees—the bonobos—is
running for her life. A civil war has
exploded and Jenny is trapped in its
crosshairs . . . She runs to the camp of a
fellow primatologist. The rebels have
already been there. Everyone is dead
except a young girl, the daughter of
Jenny’s brutally murdered fellow
scientist—and competitor. Jenny and the
child flee, Jenny grabbing the notebooks of
the primatologist who’s been killed. She
brings the girl to Chicago to await the
discovery of her relatives. The girl is
fifteen and lovely—her name is Lucy.
Realizing that the child has no living
relatives, Jenny begins to care for her as
her own. When she reads the notebooks

written by Lucy’s father, she discovers
that the adorable, lovely, magical Lucy is
the result of an experiment. She is part
human, part ape—a hybrid human being . .
. Laurence Gonzales’s novel grabs you
from its opening pages and you stay with
it, mesmerized by the shy but fierce,
wonderfully winning Lucy.
My Garden (Book) Palgrave Macmillan
In See Now Then, the brilliant and
evocative new novel from Jamaica
Kincaid—her first in ten years—a marriage
is revealed in all its joys and agonies. This
piercing examination of the manifold ways
in which the passing of time operates on
the human consciousness unfolds
gracefully, and Kincaid inhabits each of
her characters—a mother, a father, and
their two children, living in a small village
in New England—as they move, in their
own minds, between the present, the past,
and the future: for, as she writes, "the
present will be now then and the past is
now then and the future will be a now
then." Her characters, constrained by the
world, despair in their domestic situations.
But their minds wander, trying to make
linear sense of what is, in fact, nonlinear.
See Now Then is Kincaid's attempt to
make clear what is unclear, and to make
unclear what we assumed was clear: that
is, the beginning, the middle, and the end.
Since the publication of her first short-
story collection, At the Bottom of the
River, which was nominated for a
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction, Kincaid
has demonstrated a unique talent for
seeing beyond and through the surface of
things. In See Now Then, she envelops the
reader in a world that is both familiar and
startling—creating her most emotionally
and thematically daring work yet.
The Doll Vintage
One of our finest writers on one of her
greatest loves. Jamaica Kincaid's first
garden in Vermont was a plot in the
middle of her front lawn. There, to the
consternation of more experienced
friends, she planted only seeds of the
flowers she liked best. In My Garden
(Book) she gathers all she loves about
gardening and plants, and examines it
generously, passionately, and with sharp,
idiosyncratic discrimination. Kincaid's
affections are matched in intensity only by
her dislikes. She loves spring and summer
but cannot bring herself to love winter, for
it hides the garden. She adores the
rhododendron Jane Grant, and appreciates
ordinary Blue Lake string beans, but
abhors the Asiatic lily. The sources of her
inspiration -- seed catalogues, the
gardener Gertrude Jekyll, gardens like
Monet's at Giverny -- are subjected to
intense scrutiny. She also examines the

idea of the garden on Antigua, where she
grew up. My Garden (Book) is an intimate,
playful, and penetrating book on gardens,
the plants that fill them, and the persons
who tend them.
Lucy Henry Holt and Company
From "The Talk of the Town," Jamaica
Kincaid's first impressions of snobbish,
mobbish New York Talk Pieces is a
collection of Jamaica Kincaid's original
writing for the New Yorker's "Talk of the
Town," composed during the time when
she first came to the United States from
Antigua, from 1978 to 1983. Kincaid found
a unique voice, at once in sync with
William Shawn's tone for the
quintessential elite insider's magazine,
and (though unsigned) all her own--
wonderingly alive to the ironies and
screwball details that characterized her
adopted city. New York is a town that, in
return, fast adopts those who embrace it,
and in these early pieces Kincaid discovers
many of its hilarious secrets and urban
mannerisms. She meets Miss Jamaica,
visiting from Kingston, and escorts the
reader to the West Indian-American Day
parade in Brooklyn; she sees Ed Koch don
his "Cheshire-cat smile" and watches
Tammy Wynette autograph a copy of
Lattimore's Odyssey; she learns the worlds
of publishing and partying, of fashion and
popular music, and how to call a
cauliflower a crudite. The book also
records Kincaid's development as a young
writer--the newcomer who sensitively
records her impressions here takes root to
become one of our most respected
authors.
Pafko at the Wall HarperCollins
The story of an ordinary man, his century,
and his home: "Kincaid's most poetic and
affecting novel to date" (Robert Antoni,
The Washington Post Book World) Jamaica
Kincaid's first obssession, the island of
Antigua, comes vibrantly to life under the
gaze of Mr. Potter, an illiterate taxi
chauffeur who makes his living along the
roads that pass through the only towns he
has ever seen and the graveyard where he
will be buried. The sun shines squarely
overhead, the ocean lies on every side,
and suppressed passion fills the air.
Ignoring the legacy of his father, a poor
fisherman, and his mother, who
committed suicide, Mr. Potter struggles to
live at ease amid his surroundings: to
purchase a car, to have girlfriends, and to
shake off the encumbrance of his
daughters—one of whom will return to
Antigua after he dies and tell his story with
equal measures of distance and sympathy.
In Mr. Potter, Kincaid breathes life into a
figure unlike any other in contemporary
fiction, an individual consciousness
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emerging gloriously out of an unexamined
life.
The Confessions of Frannie Langton
National Geographic Books
From the recipient of the 2010 Clifton
Fadiman Medal, an unforgettable novel of
one woman's courageous coming-of-age
Jamaica Kincaid's The Autobiography of My
Mother is a story of love, fear, loss, and
the forging of a character, an account of
one woman's inexorable evolution evoked
in startling and magical poetry. Powerful,
disturbing, stirring, Jamaica Kincaid's novel
is the deeply charged story of a woman's
life on the island of Dominica. Xuela
Claudette Richardson, daughter of a Carib
mother and a half-Scottish, half-African

father, loses her mother to death the
moment she is born and must find her way
on her own. Kincaid takes us from Xuela's
childhood in a home where she could hear
the song of the sea to the tin-roofed room
where she lives as a schoolgirl in the
house of Jack Labatte, who becomes her
first lover. Xuela develops a passion for
the stevedore Roland, who steals bolts of
Irish linen for her from the ships he
unloads, but she eventually marries an
English doctor, Philip Bailey. Xuela's is an
intensely physical world, redolent of
overripe fruit, gentian violet, sulfur, and
rain on the road, and it seethes with her
sorrow, her deep sympathy for those who
share her history, her fear of her father,
her desperate loneliness. But underlying

all is "the black room of the world" that is
Xuela's barrenness and motherlessness.
Lucy McFarland
Jamaica Kincaid's brother Devon Drew died
of AIDS on January 19, 1996, at the age of
thirty-three. Kincaid's incantatory, poetic,
and often shockingly frank recounting of
her brother's life and death is also a story
of her family on the island of Antigua, a
constellation centered on the powerful,
sometimes threatening figure of the
writer's mother. My Brother is an
unblinking record of a life that ended too
early, and it speaks volumes about the
difficult truths at the heart of all families.
My Brother is a 1997 National Book Award
Finalist for Nonfiction.
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